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The days of trembling tracks 

Of Upper Demerara, way back 

Whistle and thunder that excite 



Laden cars coming with bauxite 

Thick smoke of engine in mood 

A rattling song of heart to soothe 

The rivers and creeks of Guyana are natural highways and 

links to all of the regions. The need to bridge them and to 

improve transport and travel are both difficult and 

expensive. The early bridges were primarily attached to 

industry like the 1830 Canje bridge across Canje Creek, to 

felicitate the Sugar Industry. That bridge was later 

replaced by the Swing Bridge in 1895. The Potaro’s 1933 

Denham Suspension Bridge, also known as the Garraway 

Stream Bridge, linked Mahdia to Bartica and served the 

mining of gold, diamonds and the industry of forestry. 

The first bridge across the Demerara was associated with 

bauxite. The Demerara Bauxite Company [DEMBA], in 

1916, started production at Akyma on the Demerara 

River, south of Mackenzie. Initially bauxite was mined by 

pick axes and mule carts then loaded in large barges and 

towed down the river to Georgetown to ships moored 

midstream off Georgetown’s harbor. 

In 1922 the operation was expanded and processing and 

shipping facilities were fully established at Mackenzie, 

the head of ocean navigation in the Demerara River. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denham_Suspension_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahdia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bartica


Loading bauxite by hand- 1917 

Those were the days before steam shovels. Then, digging 

bauxite was done by robust men who loaded the precious 

ore by spade into ore-cars, pulled by steam and later 

diesel powered locomotives on the rails. The first 

bridging of the Demerara River would be established in 

this area later in 1939 to transport bauxite ore from the 

western bank from Hope Mines. 

There was a slump in the bauxite industry between 1930 

and 1936 but trade picked up just before 1939 and 

particularly during the Second World War when demand 

for aluminum was high. 



The bauxite mines, called Hope, was established on the 

western bank of the river and a bridge had to be built to 

transport the ore to the bauxite plant at Mackenzie, 

located on the eastern shore. There was a railway already 

servicing the mines directly across the river from Hope 

Mines. 

This bridge known as Hope Bridge was constructed in 

1939 to facilitate the transportation of bauxite from Hope 

on the Western Shore of the river, to Akyma on the 

opposite side of the river. It was erected some 14 miles 

from the Mackenzie Plant and was fitted with railway 

tracks for bauxite to be hauled by locomotives to be 

processed. 

 



 

Steamer loading bauxite at Mackenzie circa 1920 

Many of the older generation recalled the bridge that 

brought activity and life to the river and the expansion of 

the town that will become the second largest town in 

Guyana. In 1922, the population of the Mackenzie area 

was less than one thousand persons. Employment was 

dependent on not only bauxite mining, but also the timber 

industry and some independent gold prospecting. The 

primary timber industry was located along the Essequibo 

River and transported by railway to the Demerara River 

by the Wismar to Rockstone Railway [DER]. 

The 1939 Hope Bridge was the first to span the Demerara 

River. After bauxite was exhausted at Hope, the bridge 

laid unused for some time before it was dismantled and 

transported to Mackenzie where it was used in building 

the 1968 Mackenzie/ Wismar Bridge. This multipurpose 

bridge was also built by Demba servicing the Bauxite 

mines called Plumba at Christianburg along with linking 

the town that became Linden in 1970. Today, the Linden 

Bridge is a major convenience that connects the town and 

also serve all road traffic heading to Essequibo and 

Lethem. 

Some metal piling and remnants of the old Hope Bridge 

were still there in the 1970s and was an important 



landmark but it is said that it was uprooted and sold by 

scrap metal dealers leaving nothing to mark the memory 

of the first bridge of the Demerara River, a major 

waterway of Guyana.  

Today, the 1978 majestic Demerara Harbor Bridge 

overshadows the earlier bridge further upstream. There 

are the spanking new 2008 Berbice Bridge and the 2009 

Takutu Bridge bringing comfort and connecting the life of 

Guyana but perhaps in remembering the Hope Bridge, 

new ideas will be thought of to preserve history and to 

connect the coming generations to the treasured past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


