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HISTORICAL HOTEL ADS OF EARLY GUYANA 
A picture may paint a thousand words but ads written from over a century ago lend a kind of 

majesty to that vintage age of early Guyana and capture so well the essence and that flavor of 

passing time.  

For the travelers of British Guiana in the late 1800s and early 1900s these historical hotel’s 

advertisements served the practical purposes for lodging and comfort away from home. Hotels 

would have provided basic accommodation, a room with bed, a cupboard, a small table, 

washstand and cutting edge technology of electrical lighting plus furnishing like a billiard table, 

drawing and stylish dining room for passengers arriving by steamer. 

Male guests of that Victorian period of etiquette and fashion had various forms of facial hair, 

dressed in tailcoat, trouser, waistcoat, bow tie and shirt with winged collar carrying walking 

canes and pipe for tobacco. Women’s outfits characterized by high collars, ankle length dresses 

extremely tight around the corseted torso and the waist, wearing wide-brimmed hats, covered 

with elaborate creations of silk flowers, ribbons, exotic plumes and sheltered by glamorous 

parasols of elegancy. 



For passengers arriving by 

steamers, public transportation 

would have included British 

Guiana Railways, steamships, 

horse and carriages plus the 

Tramways of Georgetown. 

HOTEL’S ORIGINAL 

OWNER PARIS BRITTON 

(1788-1878)  

On the 27 Dec 1878- died at 

his residence Strand, New 

Amsterdam after a lingering 

illness at age 90 yrs regretted 

by a large group of friends and 

relatives- The Colonist BMDS 

1879 

“Anthony Trollope, in his 

amusing book “The West 

Indies and The Spanish Main” 

said that in New Amsterdam three people make a crowd. Old PARIS BRITTON house, at which 

the novelist stayed, and at which he called the best hotel in the West Indies, has long been pulled 

down. It is certainly, especially of the late years, a 

rather sleepy place” -Henry Kirke -1890s 

Famous teacher and composer of national songs of 

Guyana, Ms. Valerie Rodway’s (1919-1970) linage 

can be traced back to the original owner. Valerie 

Rodway’s mother, Jane Elizabeth (nee Fraser), was 

born in Corentyne, Berbice and a descendant of Parris 

Britton, a Barbadian immigrant who came to Berbice 

circa 1816, just after the colonies of Berbice and 

Demerara were finally ceded to the British by the 

Dutch. He was a leather worker – the maker of saddles, 

harnesses, stirrups, and other accoutrement required for 

the horses and mules that dominated the transportation 

system of sugar estates in British Guiana. He became a 

successful proprietor of estates, livery stables, a race 

course and the first owner of the Strand Hotel in New 

Amsterdam called The White House in 1880. 
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The Demerara Ice House Ad of 1909 reveals perhaps the best known building in Guyana and a 

piece of living history. The Demerara Ice House or the now Demico House situated at the 

junction of Water Street and Brickdam. Originally owned for 50 years by Messrs. Birch & 

Company and Charles J. Macquarrie was bought in 1896 by the four sons of Jose Gomes 

D’Aguiar, founder of the 1840 large family business and formed the D'Aguiar Bros partnership, 

hence the initials D.I.H. The acronym of the Demerara Ice House, DIH, became the brand of the 

company and is still in existence today with international recognition. The DIH had several 

connotations, D’Aguiar Imperial House and also D’Aguiar Industries and Holdings” being prime 

examples. 

 

The building, which contained a hotel, soft drink plant and liquor bars, got its name from holding 

ice imported by schooner from Canada and the U.S. The age of ice and refrigeration for food 

preservation had not arrived as yet in British Guiana.  

Before 1830, food preservation used time-tested methods like salting, spicing, smoking, pickling 

and drying. The revolutionary idea was born to ship ice from the cold north to the Tropics and 

British Guiana thus began the Ice Trade of British Guiana. Demico House, with its prime 

location, still maintains that timeless flavor for great service and excellent taste. 



 

Historical Advertisement not only peaks the 

curiosity but also tells a vivid story of history. 

Egyptians used papyrus to make sales 

messages and wall posters. Commercial 

messages and political campaign displays 

have been found in the ruins of Pompeii and 

ancient Arabia. Lost and found advertising on 

papyrus was common in Ancient Greece and 

Ancient Rome. Wall or rock painting for 

commercial advertising were another 

manifestation of ancient advertising form, 

which is present to this day in many parts of 

Asia, Africa, and South America including Guyana, a tradition of antiquity which dates back to 

thousands of years. These 8 newspaper clippings of more than 100 years ago tell a tale of 

treasured history and cultural identification of that vintage time of early Guyana, not to be 

forgotten. 

Ref: British Guiana Genealogical Society 
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