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The fading light of Guyana’s dusk turns gray 

Night creatures awake without any delay 

Noisy life cheers, canopy shadows dance 

Celebrating and willing to take a chance 

I in the bright hours, thou in shadow-time 

 I must now heed nature’s chimes 

The deafening metallic whirr of a 6 o’clock Bee piercing the countryside and 

wilderness of Guyana, summons a menagerie of creatures that slither and leap with 

loud cacophony as the day’s last light paints the tropical sky.  The tiptoeing 

twilight brings out nocturnal creatures and calls of the wild with natural adaption 

for survival beneath the dark canopy of the rainforest and that damp slipperiness of 

which some nightmares are made of. 



Macaws, swallows and other stragglers use the last glow beyond the horizon to sail 

to distant respite for the night. Engulfing darkness invites movement within the 

trees as the jungle floor comes alive with insects and slithering reptiles of the night 

foragers, approaching water’s edge where cicadas, crickets and bull frogs resonate 

in the cooler air, buzzing with misquotes and other biting tormentors.  

Heading the long list of bats is the notorious Vampire Bat, the only mammals that 

feeds entirely on blood. Bats are they only mammal that can fly, sleep during the 

day in total darkness, suspended upside down from their dwelling. They typically 

gather in colonies of about 100 animals, but sometimes live in groups of 1,000 or 

more. In one year, a 100-bat colony can drink the blood of 25 cows. 

During the darkest part of the night, common vampire bats emerge to hunt. 

Sleeping cattle, horses and other livestock are their usual victims, but they have 

been known to feed on people as well. The bats drink their victim's blood for about 

30 minutes. They don't remove enough blood to harm their host, but their bites can 

cause nasty infections and disease. 

Vampire bats strike their victims from the ground. They land near their prey and 

approach it on all fours. The bats have few teeth because of their liquid diet but 

those they have are razor sharp. Each bat has a heat sensor on its nose that points it 

toward a spot where warm blood is flowing just beneath its victim's skin. After 

putting the bite on an animal, the vampire bat laps up the flowing blood with its 

tongue. Its saliva prevents the blood from clotting. 

Young vampire bats feed not on blood but on milk. They cling tightly to their 

mothers, even in flight, and consume nothing but her milk for about three months. 

If you ask the average person what the most lethal animal in the rainforest of 

Guyana is, they will probably give answers that range from Piranhas to Anacondas 

and ferocious Jaguars. However, as intimidating as these and other rainforest 

animals are, none of them come close to the Mosquito for the most dangerous 

creature of the forest. 

"Mosquito" is a Spanish or Portuguese word meaning little fly, and its use dates 

back to about 1583, when they were known as gnats in England. Although 

mosquitoes won’t kill you with a bite, the diseases they can carry do so in many 

parts of the world on a daily basis.  

Malaria is one of the biggest killers on Earth and this scourge is carried by none 

other than the mosquito. From deadly virus to the dangerous protozoa of the 



malaria, Mosquitoes are estimated to transmit disease to more than 700 million 

people around the world resulting with millions of deaths and breathes easily the 

water of the rainforest of Guyana. 

While many of the mosquitoes that carry disease are most active at dawn and dusk, 

even they may be roused to bite if their resting places are invaded in the bright 

daytime. Others may feed all day. 

Guyana is home for a host of various types of snakes due to the warmth and 

availability of water.  

It is estimated that 175 species of snakes inhabit the Amazon rainforest including 

Guyana and are active in the cover of darkness hunting nocturnal animals. They 

attack prey by squeezing or injecting venom before ingesting. 

The commonest poisonous snake is the Labarria (Lachesis atrox); then come the 

handsome Bushmaster (Lachesis mutus) and the repulsive Rattlesnake (Crotalus 

terrificus). The Anaconda or Camoodies constrictor is the largest of the snakes 

though terrifying in sight not dangerous to humans, if death to the smaller 

mammals and moves to the rhythm their nocturnal prey. 

  

While the Anaconda is also known as the "water boa," it spends a great deal of its 

time basking in the sun. Here, outside of the water, it is considered less dangerous, 

with its weight not being as well supported (for larger specimens). Still, inside or 

outside of water, they will hunt, though not necessarily in the sense of pursuing 

their prey. Anacondas are opportunistic hunters, like the caiman and typically will 

wait for their prey to come to them. That's not to say one won't slowly advance 

towards a prey if interested, but they rather prefer the surprise attack, being content 

to wait patiently close by. 

 

The common alligator of the trenches and canals is the Caiman sclerops, but the 

“true" Black Caiman (Caiman Niger) occurs on the slow moving rivers, and other 

waterways where it may reach a length of ten or twelve feet. The black caiman is 

the largest predators of the ecosystem, preying on a variety of fish, reptiles, birds 

and mammals. They are generalists and an apex predator, potentially capable of 

taking any animal within its range, including other predators. The Black Caiman 

has a bony ridge over red eyes which are can be seen reflecting light in the pitch 

darkness of a jungle night. The black scaly skin coloration helps with camouflage 

during its nocturnal hunts. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Generalist_and_specialist_species
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apex_predator


Ants serve the purpose of recycling and rebirth and are very useful to the lifeline 

of the rainforest. They are legion in number and variety, highly complex in their 

social organization and immensely interesting. The" Coushie” or "umbrella" ant 

(Atta cePhalotes) is a nuisance especially on domestic fruits trees and works better 

in the cover of dark. The huge fierce black Munuri (Dinoponera grandis) is also 

met with in the bush and pack a terrific sting. 

 The Yackman or “Driver Ant" pays a visit now and then to homes in the forest 

and affects a very thorough spring-cleaning. The natural exterminators marched in 

great columns of army ants in sections of the forest devouring everything in their 

path. It is said that if your dwelling is in the line of their march you must vacate it 

till the column passes, which takes a few days. One good thing they do is clear 

your house of vermin, devouring every centipede, cockroach, mice which cannot 

save themselves by flight. 

Roaming the night jungle of Guyana is at least 6 species of carnivora felidae 

including the Waracabra, Jaguarundi, Puma   Margay, Ocelot and the Jaguar. 

Cats are more active at night and use the cool of the dark, keen eyesight to perceive 

the slightest of movement and sensitive hearing for hunting. 

 

The Jaguar {Panthera onca} of Guyana is the king of the Amazonian jungle and 

is the emblematic animal of Guyana’s Coat of arms, their deep chesty roar, which 

sounds like a snarling cough, is a chilling reminder that the night do belongs to the 

creatures of the dark. They are daring on the prowl and seek out easy prey by 

stalking livestock  

Perhaps of all the startling sounds of a dark forest night in Guyana is the call of the 

(Nyctidromus albicolli) or Ghost bird, "WHO ARE YOU?” or “WHO IS THAT?” 

A question which is guaranteed to send a chill down your spine of what shadows 

really dances in the dark. 

The countless variety of nightlife, alive with movement, sounds, and fearful 

perceptions, maybe an owl, bat, snake or jaguar, augmented with the legendary 

tales of the kanima, ole higue or massacurra man, reminds us of what lurks within 

the depths of our fears and the appreciation of the early call of the Hannaqua, 

Marudi bird or the majestic fowlcock of the dayshift creatures, proudly standing on 

a fence announcing the approaching dawn. 


