
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             The Mackenzie High School 

                       and 

        John Joseph Cummings 

                                                      By Dmitri Allicock 

 

A measure of success of a school must be how far and to what heights it students 

progress. And how widely and deep they remember those formative years and 

outstanding faculty. By such a measure, the Mackenzie High has achieved great 

indeed.  



On September 11, 1959, the 1946 Echols High was renamed Mackenzie High School 

and the new campus of MHS was declared opened by Minister of Education and 

Community Development, Mr. Balram Singh Rai on Purpleheart Street, Mackenzie.  

The structure was financed by the Demerara Bauxite Co. [DEMBA] and built by 

Sprostons Construction Company to the architectural design of Messrs Mence and 

Moore and provided the community with its first secondary school.  

Special concessions was granted to students whose parents were attached the bauxite 

industry, nominal school fees were deducted from employees salaries and all text books 

were given free of charge. DEMBA subsidized the entire school including salaries and 

provided comfortable housing for teachers. The school was administered by a new 

board of directors including some of the founders of Echols High, namely Messrs 

William Grant, O.D Cambridge, Dorsett Carr and Sam Blackett. When the house system 

was established in 1957, the houses were named after the four founders and 

recognized by various colors. The board of directors was appointed by the Chief Justice 

of British Guiana, President of the Royal Agricultural and Commercial Society (RA&CS) 

of the colony and the Managing Director of Demba. The prerequisite for gaining 

acceptance was success at the scholarship examination, later called the Common 

Entrance and subsequently, the Secondary School Examination. 

The uniform for girls was navy blue skirt and white shirt with sash that displays the 

colors of all the houses. A blue beret with a badge, insignia attached to shirt, necktie, 

blue socks and black shoes completed the uniform. 

Boys wore white shirt, necktie, insignia and khaki 

pants, with same color footwear as the girls. After form 

three, boys were allowed long khaki pants and prefects 

allowed to wear black. Appearances was held in high 

regards and reflected on the discipline and order that 

the school represented. 

Mr. John Joseph Cummings soon joined the teacher 

staff of MHS in 1961, having attended Tutorial High, 

the Government teachers Training College and the 

University of the West Indies where he obtained an 

honors Degree in History. John Cummings 

represented a special time of transformation of education in the community and is 

symbolic of the best times for MHS. 

John Cummings’s exemplary service and magnetic personality rewarded him with the 

historical appointment of being the first Guyanese born Principal on March 1, 1965. This 

day was also significant for Mr. Cummings and his wife Beryl, as their daughter Carleen 



was born earlier that morning. This enabled him to proudly announce her birth at the 

commencement of school that morning. 

His appointment of Principal followed Head Teachers/Principals 1946-1952 Mr. E.U. 

Wilson, Mr. Eddie Gunraj and Mr. Milroy Victor 1952 Dr. Dennis Craig-1956, 1956-1960 

Mr. D.D. Sim and 1960-65 Mr. William Ogle. 

Mr. John Cummings served in several social and cultural organizations in the 

Mackenzie area. He was Assistant Secretary of the Watooka Management Club, 

Chairman of the Friends of MHS, First Vice President of the Upper Demerara Football 

Association and Secretary of the Sherwood Court Ancient Order of the Foresters. 

Under his administration, four new classrooms were added to the building, GCE 

Advance Level classes were introduced in 1966 and the first students, Daniel Baker and 

Lennox Richardson completed their "A" levels with major successes. The second group 

of students included my sister, Joycelyn, Daphne Casey, Johnnie Wilson, and Irwin 

Allicock, who had transferred from Preston High School, were also equally successful. 

Prior to the establishment of the "A" level classes, students who qualified to enter the 

sixth form had to seek admission to Senior Secondary Schools in Georgetown such as 

Bishop's High School and Queen's College to write their "A" levels. DEMBA offered 

scholarships to those students who qualified for entry to those schools. 

MHS aspired to emulate Guyana’s best, 

Queens College in Georgetown. It was a 

privilege to be a student of this school 

where high standards were encouraged 

at all times with equipped classrooms, 

great teachers, supplies, manicure lawn 

and landscape, cleanliness and sharp 

looking students who enjoyed the 

comforts of a modern North American 

style high school, 65 miles up the 

Demerara River.  My entire family of 6 

siblings and my mother attended this 

institution.  

[Some of my siblings and I in 1975- L-

R -Kenrick, Jennifer, Yuri and myself] 

Guyana’s Prime Minister, Sam Hinds, who serve as President of Guyana in 1997 said 

this regarding MHS, “my first trip to Mackenzie was in 1960, as a member of a group of 

boys from Queens College who visited the new MHS during its first year. You know of 

my subsequent award of DEMBA scholarship, the implementation of which was 

overseen by the Board of Governors of MHS. After graduation, I spent the formative 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Guyana


years of my working life in the bauxite industry. Linden is therefore my home town too, 

as much as, if not more than any other place.” 

Dr Rudolph Grant, professor of New York University was a former teacher at MHS, 

proudly said, “During August of 1960, I applied for a Teaching position at MHS. In Sept 

1961, two other UWI graduates joined me as new members. The late John Cummings, 

who became principal and the late Eirene O’Jon, a brilliant historian and educator, 

made their mark. 

It was a period of transition. Couchman, the Blairs, Corbin, the Edwards, Allicock, 

Thomas, Figueira, to name a few, were encouraged not to stop studying. And besides 

all the Mathematics, Chemistry, French and history they learned, they made sure to 

remember that lesson. 

DEMBA provided scholarships, and 

parents, in important ways, contributed 

to the school success, Today, 

graduates of MHS have distinguished 

themselves all over the world. The 

teachers too, moved ahead. Critchlow, 

Pallackdarry, Haddad, Siegfred, 

Wharton and others left for overseas 

Universities. It was exciting, those 

times. Many mouths were fed and 

many minds in many parts of Guyana 

were educated with the help of DEMBA 

employees. I am sure you would like to 

join in thanking all those who, in those 

relatively early years contributed.” 

Mr. John Cummings was also a loving father and found great pleasure in his children. 

On October 26, 1971, he was returning from Georgetown on the Linden/Soesdyke 

Highway when a reckless driver caused his vehicle to crash. He died 5 days later on 

November 1 1971 in the Mackenzie Hospital as a result of his injuries. He was just 39 

years old. When he died, his eldest son Bryan was 7, Carleen 6, Jacqueline 5 and 

David 3 years old. 

The overwhelming shock and grief was felt by the entire school and community. Scores 

of staff and students cried openly with painful emotions still remembered onto this day. 

Bus loads of students and staff journeyed to the east coast of Guyana where dear Mr. 

John Joseph Cummings was lovingly laid to rest. I was privileged as a form one student 

to be selected to attend the funeral. 



With the tragic loss of MHS icon, Mr. John Cummings, left a void in the hearts and 

minds of the students to fill. Messrs Siegfred Lyken and Joseph Bakker acted briefly as 

principals. The following year in 1972, Mr. Clifton McDonald [1972-1983] was appointed 

the principal. During his eleven years stewardship, the student enrollment increased 

substantially and more classroom space became available when the new building 

LICHAS was opened on July 6, 1975. 

1974 was a watershed year for Mackenzie High, in that Alfie Collins became the first 

student to be awarded a Guyana Scholarship, based on his GCE “A” level performance; 

James Kranenberg repeated this feat in 1981 and Nigel Blair in 1985. 

In 1976, MHS came fully under government control with the advent of free education. 

The curriculum and uniform has changed over the years as changing times has also 

affected the school. Yet, the school has registered outstanding performances in 

swimming as well as track and field at inter- school, national and invitational levels. 

Vocational subjects such as Food and Nutrition, Clothing and Textile, Technical 

Drawings was added in December 1979. 

Mr. Clifton McDonald was succeeded by Mr. Stanley Johnson followed by 1985-1992 

Mrs. Gloria Britton 1992-2005 Mrs. Janice Gibson 2005 and present Mrs. Cheryl 

McDonald. 

The philosophy of Mackenzie High School reads that it seeks diligently after truth, 

integrity, knowledge and its positive application. Its passion to pursuits and pause to 

observe the beauty of nature, to strive not to neglect the needs of those with whom they 

work. To re –affirm that prayers and dependence on the Sovereign God are extremely 

important. The School Creed is to develop academic, physical and cultural abilities, and 

to inculcate the right attitudes for the development of an upright character to the benefits 

of all.  

These fine attributes of character building is perhaps why that after 68 years, MHS is 

still worthy of those great values that will preserve and guide it through challenges 

ahead. The spirit of so many successful students of the past can serve to shepherd the 

new generation with hope and confident which history once provided. 

 

 

 


