
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Basil Fitzherbert Butcher turns 80 

By Dmitri Allicock 

Happy 80
th

 birthday to Basil Fitzherbert Butcher! Born September 3, 1933, Port Mourant, 

British Guiana now Guyana is a former West Indian cricketer who played in 44 Tests from 1958 

to 1969. He was a Wisden Cricketer of the Year in 1970. 
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Basil Butcher was a wristy batsman and was a consistent number 4 and 5 in the West Indies side. 

He made an immediate impact on the international scene with 64 not out on debut against India 

in 1958-59 and finishing with 486 runs at 69.42. He struggled until the 1963 tour of England, 

where he rediscovered his form by making 383 runs which included an innings of 133 from a 

team total of just 229, helping the West Indies to a draw at Lord's. The innings became legendary 

because during the interval he had received news through a letter that his wife had had a 

miscarriage back home in Guyana. 

Butcher was an occasional legspinner. He took 5 Test wickets which all came in the one innings, 

5 for 34 against England at Port-of-Spain in 1967-68. 

Batting and fielding averages  

 
Mat Inns NO Runs HS Ave 100 50 Ct St 

Tests 44 78 6 3104 209* 43.11 7 16 15 0 

First-class 169 262 29 11628 209* 49.90 31 54 67 0 

List A 5 4 1 107 57 35.66 0 1 1 0 

Bowling averages  

 
Mat Inns Balls Runs Wkts BBI BBM Ave Econ SR 4w 5w 10 

Tests 44 6 256 90 5 5/34 5/51 18.00 2.10 51.2 0 1 0 

First-class 169 
 

2193 1217 40 5/34 
 

30.42 3.32 54.8 
 

1 0 

List A 5 
 

12 10 1 1/10 1/10 10.00 5.00 12.0 0 0 0 

Career statistics  

Test debut India v West Indies at Mumbai (BS), Nov 28-Dec 3, 1958 scorecard 

Last Test England v West Indies at Leeds, Jul 10-15, 1969 scorecard 

Test statistics 
 

First-class span 1954-1971 

List A span 1963-1973 

 

http://www.espncricinfo.com/ci/engine/match/62845.html
http://www.espncricinfo.com/ci/engine/match/63041.html


 

Basil Butcher in his own words, “I played my first test match in Bombay; five against India 

and three against Pakistan, and in the first six test matches I made 50 and above, including 

two centuries. This feat was never repeated by a Guyanese.” 

Writing in the Kaieteur News on January 13, 2013 Michael Jordan wrote, “The old-timers still 

speak of the century he made against the Aussies while batting with an injured hand. And they 

still remember the day he got a letter from his wife with sad news from home—then went on to 

pull the West Indies from the jaws of defeat. Back then, we had no television sets to let us view 

the exploits of our heroes. But somehow, with ears glued to radio sets, we got an insight into 

their personalities.Sobers and Kanhai were the stroke-players extraordinaire. Lance Gibbs was 

the wily bowling wizard. And we knew that Basil Fitzherbert Butcher was the mentally tough 

one, the immovable rock of the West Indies team; the man who we felt would possibly collapse 

on the field rather than see his side lose. 

Basil remained busy after retiring from test cricket, playing a major role in developing cricket in 

Mackenzie. He was influential in developing the careers of cricketers such as Keith Cameron, 

Clayton Lambert and Vibert Johashen. He is a former national cricket selector, a former 

Chairman of the West Indies team selection committee, in 1968; Vice President of the Guyana 

Cricket Board and also its Assistant Secretary. Along with Rohan Kanhai, he was among the first 

inductees into the Berbice Cricket Board Hall of Fame. There is also a Basil Butcher Tribute 

Trophy. The father of seven has a son (Basil Jr.), a fitness expert, who helps to coach the US 

women’s cricket team.” 

 

  

Link that was referred to by the article  

 http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2013/06/25/cricket-on-this-day-june-25-1963-exactly-

50-years-ago/ 
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