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Guyana has one of the largest unspoiled rainforests in South America, some parts of which are 

almost inaccessible by humans. Over 80% of Guyana is still covered by forests, ranging from dry 

evergreen and seasonal forests to montane to lowland evergreen rain forests. This pristine forest 

is roamed by least 6 species of Carnivora Felidae including the Waracabra, Jaguarundi, Puma   

Margay, Ocelot and the Jaguar. The larger Jaguar actually belongs to the subfamilies of 

Pantherinae and the small to medium size cats to the Felinae group. 

„Tiger‟ is a general term used for any cat seen in the bush of Guyana and tales are rampant on 

encounters. Real and or semi-mythical cats have spawned astounding stories that lives in the 

wild of Guyana and in the minds of many. It may also be true that the locals, for some reason, 

are obsessed with big cats to the extent of exaggerating local variants and spinning tales of brand 

new ones. 

Probably one the smallest of the wild cats is the Waracabra or jungle wild cat and referred by 

the indigenous Akawaio as the Y’agamisheri. It is domestic-cat sized, blotched in coloration and 

has protruding fangs. They vary in size and are more often heard then seen.  
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Folklore tells that they gather in packs of up to 100, a behavior very unique to this specie. They 

are small but exceeding ferocious. Hunting in packs and are not easily frightened except for 

barking dogs.  

The diabolical call of the Waracabra ranges from trumpeting sounds, low growls and screams 

like a jackal which resembles that of the Waracabra or the Grey-winged Trumpeter-                  

Psophia creptans, hence the name. Legend in Guyana has it that when it howls, awake the 

echoes of the forest that the Amerindians would take to their canoes and wood skins as the only 

safe refuge from its ravages 

This jungle cats live mostly in the highlands and only venture into the low lands in the dry 

seasons and when pressed by hunger. Due to their numbers, they can sweep an entire area of 

game.  

The Jaguarundi -Puma Yagouaroundi/ Herpailurus Yagouaroundi is a small sized cat 

closely related to the Puma is native to Central, South America and Guyana. The Jaguarundi‟s 

short legs, an elongated body, 

and a long tail may not look 

like a cat in the traditional 

sense, and some people say 

that it resembles an otter 

more than any cat. The ears 

are short and rounded. The 

coat is not spotted and 

uniform in color, with, at 

most, a few faint markings on 

the face and underside. The 

coat can be either blackish to 

brownish-grey (grey phase) 

or foxy red to chestnut (red 

phase); individuals of both 

phases can be born in the 

same litter.  

Found commonly along river valleys and wet lowlands they are also seen in Guyana highlands. 

Jaguarundis are primarily diurnal, being active during the day rather than evenings or night. They 

are good swimmers and comfortable in trees, but prefer to hunt on the ground. They will eat 

almost any small animal they can catch, typically catching a mixture of rodents, small reptiles, 

and ground-feeding birds. They have also been observed to kill larger prey, such as accourie 

{Dasyprocta Leporina}, and opossums; relatively unusual prey includes fish and even 

marmosets. Like many other cats, they also include a small amount of vegetation and arthropods 

in their diets. 
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Although they seem to be somewhat more gregarious than many other cats, willing to tolerate the 

close presence of other members of their species, in the wild, they are generally encountered 

alone, suggesting a solitary lifestyle. Like other cats, they scent mark their territory by scratching 

the ground or nearby branches, head-rubbing, urination, and leaving their feces uncovered. 

Jaguarundis make an unusually wide range of vocalizations, including purrs, whistles; yaps, 

chattering sounds, and even a bird-like chirp. 

After a gestation period of 70 to 75 days, the female gives birth to a litter of one to four kittens in 

a den constructed in a dense thicket, hollow tree, or similar cover. The kittens are born with spots 

on their undersides, which disappear as they age. The young are capable of taking solid food at 

around six weeks, although they begin to play with their mother's food as early as three weeks. 

Jaguarundis become sexually mature at about two years of age, and have lived for up to 10 years 

in captivity. The kittens are born with spots on their undersides, which disappear as they age. 

The young are capable of taking solid food at around six weeks, although they begin to play with 

their mother's food as early as three weeks. Jaguarundis become sexually mature at about two 

years of age, and have lived for up to 10 years in captivity. Studies have indicated the Puma and 

Jaguarundi are next most closely related to the modern Cheetah of Africa and western Asia, but 

the relationship is unresolved. 

With golden eyes and a tawny, 

golden color, , the Puma-  

Puma concolor, is a long legged, 

rangy cat which ranges from 

North America to the tip of 

South America and exists at 

elevations up to 4,500 m, hence 

the name “mountain lion.” The 

Puma also called the deer tiger is 

slightly smaller and much 

slimmer than the Jaguar. Its body 

is outfitted with small head 

flanked with larger pointed ears, 

long legs and long black tipped 

tail. Colors are sandy to reddish brown on the top and cream or white on the under parts. Only 

young puma have brown spots. Pumas are nocturnal, diurnal, terrestrial and solitary and mainly 

stick to the ground but are good climbers and rarely enter water. Sighting of the solitary animals 

are rare, and while they are found on all types of forest and savannahs, they prefer higher level 

rocky terrain to wetlands. The Puma‟s main prey is deer, labba {paca}, capybara, agouti, but 

they also attack livestock. Tracks are about 80mm wide with wide with four toe pads that are 

more pointed than rounded. The top of the footpad has a small indentation which the jaguar 

lacks. 
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The Margay- Leopardus 

wiedii is a spotted Tiger Cat   

native to the Guyana is 

perhaps the truest jungle cat, 

completely dependent on 

cover of the treetop canopy 

throughout its Guyana, South 

American and Central 

America range.  

The house cat is probably 

bigger than a 7 pounds 

Margay which shares 

territory with the Ocelot but 

is much more arboreal. The 

Margay has unique physical 

features for surviving 

forested habitat. Their feet are exceptionally broad with mobile toes and flexible ankles allowing 

them to rotate 180º making them very efficient hunters and effective at moving about from tree 

to tree. Margays are quite capable of climbing down a tree head first.  

When moving about the tree canopy, should they fall, they can stop the fall by grasping onto 

limbs with their hind feet setting themselves upright. They are exceptionally agile climbers and 

excellent jumpers. Captive individuals have been reported to make leaps in excess of 18 feet 

vertically and over 28 feet horizontally, which rivals the Puma for athletic ability. 

Margays hunt on the boundaries of forests and may be found some distance from forest cover in 

savanna habitats.  Margays seem less tolerant of human settlement and altered habitat than its 

close relatives, 

Margays most often forage in trees, but travel on the ground. Most prey is caught in trees and 

includes rats, squirrels, opossums, small birds, marmosets, monkeys and even fruit. There has 

been one report of a margay using auditory mimicry to try to lure one of its preys. A margay was 

observed to imitate the call of a pied tamarin infant while in the presence of a group of adult 

tamarins, leading the adults to investigate. While the margay was not successful in catching one 

of the monkeys, this represents the first observation of a Neotropical predator employing this 

type of mimicry. 

The Ocelot- Leoparduspardalis is an often-seen, spotted, midsized cat, weighing up to 11 kg. 

The Ocelot also known as the dwarf leopard is distributed extensively over Guyana, South 

America, including the islands of Trinidad and Margarita, Central America, and Mexico.  
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The ocelot is twice the size 

of the average house cat 

and similar in appearance 

is a sleek animal with a 

gorgeous dappled coat. It 

can be mistaken for a 

jaguar at a distance, but its 

heavy body and relatively 

short tail in comparison to 

the body length helps to 

distinguish this cat from 

others. 

It is the largest of the small 

spotted cats and its 

coloration varies with its 

habitat. The under parts are 

tawny yellow with black 

spots and lines in 

longitudinal rows and the 

fur is short, smooth and stiff. The pattern on the neck has heavy black stripes and the fur is 

„reversed‟ here and slants forward. The facial patterns are distinct enough that they can be used 

to identify individuals. 

The ocelot does most of its hunting at night using its keen sight and hearing while resting in trees 

or dense brush during the day. It has a home range of between one and four square miles. They 

also take to the trees and stalk monkeys or birds. Unlike many cats, they do not avoid water and 

can swim well. 

The ocelot eats mice, rabbits, rats, birds, snakes, lizards, fish and frogs. The ocelot is solitary, but 

sometimes hunts with another ocelot. It calls to its hunting partner with meows that sound like a 

house cat's call. The ocelot hunts most of its prey on the ground, but sometimes catches birds in 

trees. 

Like other cats, ocelots are adapted for eating meat. They have pointed fangs used to deliver a 

killing bite, and sharp back teeth that can tear food like scissors. Ocelots do not have teeth 

appropriate for chewing, so they tear their food to pieces and swallow it whole. Their raspy 

tongues can clean a bone of every last tasty morsel. 

 



The Jaguar {Panthera onca}  

 The Jaguar- Panthera onca of Guyana, the king of the Amazonian jungle is the emblematic 

animal of South America and the third largest feline in the world. Of all the big cats, the jaguar 

remains the least studied. While some information comes from the wild, most of what is known 

about jaguars has been learned from captive animals. The Jaguar is the largest cat in the 

Americas and ranges from the southwestern US to Argentina.  

It is the handsomest of all the great cats, taller and stouter than a leopard with a shorter tail. 

There is much color variation in jaguars, but in general, they are a tawny golden color on the 

back and sides with a white underbelly, and are spotted with black rosettes all over. 

 

 The Black Jaguar is one such 

specific color variation and its rosettes 

are visible at certain angles. Black 

jaguars occur rarely in all populations.  

Color morphism occurs in the species. A 

near-black melanistic form occurs 

regularly. Jaguars with melanism appear 

entirely black, although their spots are 

still visible on close examination.  

The black morph is less common than 

the spotted form but, at about six percent 

of the population, it is several orders of 

magnitude above the rate of mutation. 
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Hence, it is being supported by selection. Some evidence indicates the melanism allele is 

dominant. The black form may be an example of heterozygote advantage; breeding in captivity is 

not yet conclusive on this.  

Melanistic Jaguars are informally known as black panthers, but like all forms of polymorphism, 

they do not form a separate species. Extremely rare albino individuals, sometimes called white 

panthers, also occur among jaguars, as with the other big cats. 

 

Jaguars vary in size, with adults generally weighing between 200-250 pounds and measuring 

approximately 8 feet from nose to tail. They are top predators in the forest and savannahs, 

excellent swimmers and are often spotted bathing, swimming, and playing in creeks and rivers 

throughout Guyana. Their stocky, strong build are perfect for climbing low trees and would stalk 

their prey rather than chase it. They will hunt at any time of the day or night, using their 

powerful jaws and teeth to pierce the skull of their prey, a technique unique to jaguars and very 

useful for cracking the shells of turtles, one of their favorite prey. 

 

Other prey includes capybara, labba deer, monkeys, and fish. In areas where humans live Jaguars 

will also prey on domestic animals such as dogs and cattle. Jaguars are secretive, but like many 

wild cats, they take advantage of man-made trails and roads in the forest, so, sometimes, lucky 

travelers can see jaguars when driving though some of the bush trails of the rainforest.  

Jaguars are common but are only killed when they become a nuisance by destroying cattle. They 

are very bold and will come quite near into town in search of prey. The Jaguar is Guyana‟s 

national animal and two can be found proudly sitting within Guyana‟s coat of arms. 

 

Most of Guyana‟s small population lives on a narrow strip of coastal land and do not venture too 

far into the relatively undisturbed interior. Nevertheless, conservation is still important to the 

well- being of the wild cats of Guyana. Despite the cats‟ reputation for ferocity, these majestic 

predators generally face more danger than they pose with loss of habitat through deforestation 

and dwindling populations of their prey. Cats have been killed because they either compete with 

humans for the same prey animals or because they occasionally attack livestock. Some cats that 

become too weak to hunt their own natural prey find domestic livestock much simpler to acquire. 

Other cats like the Jaguar develop a taste for livestock out of sheer opportunity and are viewed as 

pest. There are times when control of individual predators through killing, appears to be justified. 

Understanding these revered beauties of the rainforest by education, conservation and promoting 

ecotourism could assist in establishing their true value and ecological meaning to our world.  
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